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elliptic, the exterior length of the building
being 620 feet, its breadth, 513 feet, and its
height, 157 feet. It is said to have seated
87,000 people and to have had standing room
for 20,000 more. The arena, or central space,
measured 280 by 176 feet and was enclosed
by a low wall, a protection against the wild
beasts. The flooring was of boards covered
with red sand (arena) to soak up and conceal
the blood. Underneath were rooms for hous-
ing- men and animals.
The exterior of the building was decorated
by three rows of columns, the first story with
Doric, the next with Ionic and the third with
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THE  COLOSSEUM
Corinthian columns. Down to the sixth cen-
tury this imposing building remained almost
uninjured, but at that time Theodoric, king
of the Goths, had material taken from it for
the construction of various buildings. The
ruins to-day show four stories on one side
only. The name is derived from the colossal
statue of Nero, which stood close by. During
the World War patriotic celebrations in
which Americans joined were held in this
historic edifice.
COLOSSUS, Icolos'us, in sculpture, the
name for any statue of very large size. The
Egyptians produced many excellent examples
of colossal statuary. Among these the most
celebrated were those of Amenophis III, one
of which was the so-called Memnon, whose
vocal powers were fabled as one of the
wonders of ancient times. The Greeks
produced the most artistic colossi, among
which were the bronze statue of Pallas
Athene, on the Acropolis of Athens j the
statue of Athene of gold and ivory, in the
Parthenon at Athens, and the Olympian Zeus,
sculptured by Phidias. One of the seven
wonders o£ the world was the Colossus of
Rhodes, representing Helios, the sun god. It
stood astride the entrance of the harbor of
Rhodes, a bronze figure probably ninety feet
 high. The Romans followed the Greeks in
this form of art and produced such colossi as
the statue of Jupiter, on the Capitol, and
that of Nero, 110 feet high, from which the
near-by amphitheater derived its name of
Colosseum. Among modern works of this
nature are the Germania at Niederwald, on
the Rhine; the statue of Peter the Great, at
Petrograd, and the statue of Liberty Enlight-
ening the World, New York (see liberty,
statue of).
COLUMBIA, Mov founded in 1821, is the
county seat of Boone County, 144 miles west
of Saint Louis, on the Wabash railroad and
on a branch of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas
system. The city is situated in a farming,
fruit-growing and stock-raising district and
has extensive flour and planing mills and
manufactures of agricultural implements.
The state university, the Missouri State
Bible College, Christian College, Welch
Military Academy and the state agricultural
college are located here. Because of its
educational importance the city is called
the "Athens of Missouri." Columbia con-
tains a monument to Thomas Jefferson, a
state hospital, an agricultural experiment
station and a weather bureau office. Popu-
lation, 1920, 10,392; in 1930, 14,967, a gain
of 44 per cent.
COLUMBIA, pav a city in Lancaster
County, twenty-eight miles southeast of
Harrisburg, on the Pennsylvania and the
Philadelphia & Reading railroads and on the
Susquehanna River. It is an important in-
dustrial center and manufactures boilers, ma-
chinery, cut glass, iron products, hardware,
brushes and garments. Columbia was set-
tled in 1726 by Quakers, and was known for
many years as Wright's Ferry. It has two
Catholic schools. Population, 1920, 10,836;
in 1930, 11,349.
COLUMBIA, S. C., the capital of the
state and its second city in size, and the
county seat of Riehland County, eighty-two
miles northeast of Augusta, Ga., and 130
miles northwest of Charleston, on the Sea-
board Air Line, the Southern, the Atlantic
Coast Line and the Columbia, Newberry &
Laurens railroads, and on the Congaree
River. The city is in a cotton region, iiear
extensive forests, and a canal from the xiver
furnishes water power. The manufacturing
of cotton products is the chief industry, there
being1 six cotton mills; there are also four
oil mills and three fertilizer plants. In

